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The Byline: How a 
Newsletter Grew 
From Humble 
Beginnings
By Donald Daniel
AABJ

The Byline Newsletter—with 
its’ lovely blue and white borders, 
covered with articles, black and 
white as well as color photos—
had most humble beginnings.

Our publication began in 1980 
just four years after the AABJ 
began.  The first editor Stan 
Washington shared with me that 
it has come a long way since then.

During his first term, when 
he also served as the AABJ 
President, the newsletter was 
written on two to three 8 and a 
half by 11 folded sheets of paper 
to print our stories.

“The beginning was only 
stories without any pictures,” 
said Washington.

Then it was taken to the copy 
shop to be printed. Afterwards, 
it was mailed to AABJ members. 
Before the internet became 
popular, only a hardcopy version 
of the Byline was available. Now, 
the Byline is available in a print 
and electronic version.  Early 
Byline news was generated only 
by phone or mail.  Of course, 
the news then was about AABJ 
members or anyone black in 
news or public relations.

Also reported then was the 
Chapter Chairman message 
(now known as the letter from 
the President or From the 
Editor).  When asked what 
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Morehouse student shares 
popcorn adventure

Portion of books’ 
proceeds go to 
Ethiopian ministry
By Markysha Cannon
AABJSC

ATLANTA, Ga. 

Seth Fowler is not your average 
college student. At the tender 
age of 20, he is also an author 

and the CEO of his own publishing 
company, Books By Seth. 

Fowler’s first book, Cory the 

Popcorn’s Big Adventure, is a 
vibrant, adventured-filled children’s 
book. He started writing his book at 
the age of nine. 

“It all started with a few sketches,” 
Fowler said. 

Fowler has been drawing since he 
was 2 years old. 

“I’ve always had a passion for art 
and my dad encouraged me to put 
a story behind my illustrations, so I 
started working on this book.” 

Balancing being your average 

Seth Fowler, author and CEO of his own publishing company “Books By Seth”, was invited 
to Atherton Elementary School in Decatur to participate in a book reading event. Fowler 
(center) alongside with and a couple of volunteers who helped put the book-reading 
event together.
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Cooler weather brings 
warm events to ‘fall’ into

AABJ supports 
NAHJ’s Region 4 
Conference in Atlanta

AABJ’s student consortium helps 
students develop professionally

From the Editor

AABJSC: Continuing Its Work

September has brought more to us than the new fall 
season. This month, the Atlanta Association of Black 
Journalists delivered programs for the young and old. The 
AABJSC has officially begun their new academic year and is 
excited about the programs to come. AABJ is known to offer 
insightful panels and this month’s was no different, as they 
“went digital” to explore the advantages and concerns of new 
social media offered through the web. As you read this issue, 

you will also find that AABJ has sprouted another young journalist, Seth 
Fowler, who is wasting no time to reach success. There is no doubt that 
this is an edition you will “fall” into.

Editor, 
Amber Street 
Vice President of Atlanta Association of Black Journalists Student 
Consortium

The conference Oct. 29-30 at 
the Omni Hotel at CNN Center in 
Atlanta kicks off with a town hall 
meeting on Latinos and politics 
just a few days before the midterm 
elections, and includes Spanish-
language writing and multi-
platform skills training.

Journalists from across the 
country, including NAHJ’s Board 
of Directors, will be on tap to 
discuss issues such as covering 
immigration, the globalization of 
news, the future of Hispanic media, 
and the impact of new technologies 
on news. The luncheon will feature 
a discussion on health care reform 
and health care disparities in the 
Latino community.

Conference participants and the 
general Atlanta community are also 
invited to join NAHJ for an evening 

of wine, cheese and networking 
following the town hall meeting 
on Friday evening, October 29, 
and to help kick off the Region 4 
Conference. For more information 
www.nahj.org/2010/09/
wine_conversation_atlanta/. 
Proceeds will help NAHJ continue 
its work of giving scholarships to 
Latino students, training more 
Latinos in multimedia journalism 
and bringing the Parity Project’s 
advocacy for fairness in coverage to 
more cities.

Program
For the program go to www.nahj.

org/2010/09/region4schedule/. 
Please note that space is limited 
for the Multimedia Storytelling 
workshop, which will be held at 
CNN headquarters, so conference 
registrants must also reserve a 
space for that session if they want to 
attend. Only eights slots are left in 
that session, so register now! 

teenager along with school and 
extracurricular activities, it took 
Fowler several years to complete his 
first book. But, he had it complete 
by the age of 18. 

“My dad has been my right hand 
guy since I started this and he 
always taught me to complete what I 
start,” Fowler said.

On Friday Sept. 17, Fowler was 
invited to Atherton Elementary 
School in Decatur to participate 
in a book reading event, which 
coincided with Constitution Day and 
the annual 25 Book Campaign. The 
campaign encourages students to 
pledge to read 25 grade-level books 
throughout the year. Some of the 
students even pledge to read 50 
or 100 books throughout the year. 
Schools all over the state of Georgia 
are participating in this program.  

The purpose of the program is to 
help students increase their love of 
reading, to foster the habits of good 
readers, and to teach them to read at 
an independent level. The students 
select books based on their personal 

interest.  The ultimate goal for the 
program is for the students to read 
one million words at each grade 
level.

During his visit, Fowler shared 

his book with over 400 eager 
students at the school. Afterwards, 
students were allowed to ask Fowler 
questions about how he got his start, 
his favorite food, and what he does 
for fun. The students received a 
lollipop for each question they asked 
and they also received popcorn once 
the fun-filled event was over.

Fowler is a California native and 
is a junior at Morehouse College, 
where he is majoring in business 
administration and Spanish. He has 
another book in the works called 
Terrence the Teddy Bear has Big 
Dreams, which is due out next year.

“Teen Kids News” will feature 
Fowler on Oct. 2 at 11:30 a.m. on the 
FOX Network to discuss his book.

Check your local listings for more 
details or visit www.teenkidnews.tv.

Cory the Popcorn’s Big Adventure 
is available in English and Spanish 
and can be purchased by ordering 
online at corythepopcorn.com 
and barnesandnoble.com.

A portion of the proceeds goes 
to an Ethiopian ministry with 
his church in his hometown of 
Woodland Hills.
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By Amber Street
AABJSC

The Atlanta Association of Black 
Journalists: Student Consortium 
began the new academic year with 
its first General Body Meeting at 
Morehouse College on Sept. 20.

Students from Morehouse 
College, Clark Atlanta University, 
Spelman College and Georgia State 
University were in attendance.  The 
AABJSC executive board was eager 
to welcome all the students to the 
meeting to share the benefits one 

can receive by becoming a member 
of AABJSC.

The Morehouse College advisor of 
the Sports Journalism Department, 
Ron Thomas, began the program by 
addressing all the attendees with his 
personal experience of NABJ and 
AABJ. 

“It is invaluable to be a member 
of AABJ,” Thomas said.

AABJ continues to provide great 
opportunities for journalists young 
and old to advance and network 
with others to achieve success. 
AABJSC is a great program for 

students who aspire to excel in the 
world of journalism.

“I think it’s great that the AABJSC 
is continuing its work,” Thomas 
said.

Candice Mitchell, a prominent 
AABJ member and former 
AABJSC student, also explained 
how her involvement in AABJSC 
helped contribute her success as a 
journalist.

“I got this job through AABJ,” 
Mitchell said.  Mitchell is a line 

Seth Fowler proudly displays the children’s 
book he completed 2 years ago.

In “Multimedia Storytelling” learn how to be a multi-platform journalist, have transferable 
skills and understand the differences between web and TV video.

Upcoming event



producer at WSB-TV in Atlanta.
Mitchell urged the students to 

“go get involved.” She explained 
how AABJ and AABJSC host 
many programs that will allow for 
students to make connections to 
professionals and mentors.

“Keep those relationships 
open,” Mitchell advised. These 
relationships are key to learning 
about more opportunities to 
improve and grow as a journalist.

The program was concluded by a 
discussion with the audience about 
programs they would like to see 
the AABJSC host in the future. The 
AABJSC executive board was eager 
and open to the suggestions. 

Devin Emory, an AABJSC Public 
Relations Co-chair and Morehouse 
student stated that he felt like the 
program “went well.”

“We got a lot of new interest and 
we look forward to build upon that,” 
Emory added.

Calendar for the year 

Tuesday, October 12 (Georgia 
Power 6:30p.m.) — Social 
Media Session

October — Unity Mixer / date 
TBD

Saturday, November 13 (WSB-
TV 11:30a.m.) — Financial 
Workshop

November — Community 
service event / date TBD

Tuesday, December 14 
(Georgia Power 6:30p.m.) — 
How to get the media to pay 
attention

December — Kwanzaa event / 
date TBD

Chapter Meeting Schedule

Upcoming AABJ meetings
The Atlanta Association of Black Journalists holds its regular monthly 
meetings the second Tuesday or Saturday of every month. The Tuesday 
meetings are normally held at the Georgia Power building, located at 241 
Ralph McGill Blvd. N.E., Atlanta.The Saturday meetings are normally 
held at at WSB-TV Channel 2, 1601 West Peachtree Street N.E., Atlanta. 
Refreshments will be served.

2010 schedule of AABJ general membership meetings:

Tuesdays, 6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m.
Georgia Power Building - 
Auditorium 241 Ralph McGill Blvd. 
N.E., Atlanta.

Oct. 12, Dec. 14

Saturdays, 11:30a.m. - 1:30p.m.
WSB-TV (Community Room)  
1601 W. Peachtree Street 
N.E., Atlanta. 

Nov. 13
Follow AABJ on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=32993926625&ref=ts
and Twitter at: http://twitter.com/aabjorg
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made the Byline unlike other local 
black publications, he spoke of the 
difference in news content.

 “Other local black newspapers 
(The Atlanta Voice, The Atlanta 
Daily World, etc.) reported any 
general news in the African-
American community; however, 
The Byline covers only black media 
events.

“Intent was to report what was 
going on with black folk in media.  
About anyone nationally or locally 
who was being promoted (such as 

someone being made a cameraman, 
etc.),” said Washington.

As AABJ grew, the administrator 
appointed an editor and volunteer 
writers to perform the duties 
required for the Byline. Mr. 
Washington’s desire for the Byline is 
that more seasoned journalists assist 
in mentoring journalism students.

“They can learn much from 
them to help them become better 
journalists,” said Mr. Washington. 
“The newsletter looks better, and is 
much better written.”
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Registration

NAHJ members: $50; non-
members: $75; students: $35
On site: NAHJ members: $65; non-
members: $90; students: $50
To register, www.nahj.org.

Lodging

NAHJ has secured a rate of $138 
single/double plus tax at the Omni 
Hotel at CNN Center for conference 
attendees. To make a reservation, 
please call Omni Reservations at 
1-800-524-0500 and state you 
are attending the NAHJ Region 4 
Conference. 
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